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President’s Message

WIFTA Celebrates The Oscars

by Gwen Jackson
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Special thanks

Celebrity actresses
Production executives

Renowned casting directors
Talent agents

Industry information go-to gurus

WIFTA PSA Gets Underway (cont.

www.WIFTA.org
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2011 Board of Directors

President
Dellis Caden Noble
President@WIFTA.org

Vice Presidents
Tandria Potts, Communications
VPCommunications@WIFTA.org

Jeanette Gregory, Membership
VPMembership@WIFTA.org

Kathilynn Phillips, Development
VPProfDev@WIFTA.org

Cheryl Jenkins,
Treasurer

Doris Woodruff,
Secretary

Shayr Guthrie,
Member at Large
Sue-Ellen Chitunya,
Student Ambassador
Lauren Kosko Patty,
Administrative Support
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R you Rated? (con’t.)

The smart way to
network and to stay ‘in the know”
is to be a part of what’s happening.
So, quick, volunteer for a WIFTA committee!

Just email the Director or VP you
would like to work with...today!

www.WIFTA.org



- DIGITAL MOVING IMAGE SALON ;_"'G'T“".
The Art Director of Spelman Colloge |

Speaks: Bringin &
P g g Women in Film and Television Atlanta

Vision To Lif € JEIS
Py Guoen Jackson Digital Doyuennes:

Wisdom from the Women who Lead in
Social Media and Digital Innovation

DNIADW

Join us in celebrating the emergence of
digital sisterhood in new media!

Social media is more than a place to share photos with family and friends—it is
a powerful and necessary business tool that can extend your brand’'s reach.
And more specifically, for filmmakers, social media is a communications platform
that can greatly increase your audience by allowing meaningful interaction while
promoting your project.

Meet the panel who will share their experiences and insights,
and inspire us all!

Ananda Leeke D S P e{_:_ Al e

Attorney, =] Principal
What About Our Author, Blogger, G iFusion Marketing
Daughters / Founder ig Black Web Media
Michelle Cbama  Sisterhood Month
Watch / Blogging
While n Tuesday, April, 12, 2011
Conference 6:30 - 8:30p Panel Discussion

TWELVE HOTEL CENTENNIAL PLACE
400 W. Peachtree St. NW, Atlanta, GA 20308

Everywhere

LIMITED SEATING :

e e U \ STUDENTS ~FREE
e St A E: (SHOW STUDENT ID AT THE
MEMBERS - FREE . ] DOOR)

Go to WIFTA.org events page to register.

www.WIFTA.org
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Casting Insider (cont,)

corporations, nonprofits. We cast
for feature films and commercials. So,
it really depends on the client.
However, the Atlanta market is definitely
booming year around.

Masha: How should actors—those
looking for leads and recurring roles as
well as those seeking background and
general extras opportunities—prepare
for it? Where should they be looking to
find the gigs?

Rad: This is dear and near to my
heart. There are so many sharks in the
industry. First and foremost, if you
have experience, you should have
representation by an agency. However,
I also believe that you need to lead
your career. If you are a new actor,
you should know that you should never
pay for casting information. When we
(the Casting Director] have been
contracted out to fill a need for a
project, we go out and find the right
person. We will advertise the opening
and state our need. We will connect
with talent agents and more.

As for places to look, Atlanta actors
should start with online actor commu-
nities. This is a great way to be a part
of an actor’'s community, whether
online or in person. Secondly, one should
check out the Web site Southern
Casting Call. Talent Soup actually
posts on that site from time to time.
Lastly, you can go to Craig’s List if you
have the time to sort through the spam
or potential scams on that site. A key

is to look for jobs specifically under

the TV and Film jobs section. I state
this because employers or Casting
Agents and others are now required to
pay $25 per ad.

Masha: Based on your experience,
what are today’s clients looking for in
their actors?

Rad: I've observed that many want
to see actors that want to put them-
selves out there on camera. They want
to see rawness in front of the camera,
and that’s actually something hard to
come by for many of the projects that I
have worked on. I've worked projects
were all the client wants to see is a
willingness to try to put a raw perform-
ance in front of the camera.

Masha: Well, thanks for your pointers
for Atlanta actors. Do you have any last
pointers?

Rad: Yes, I just read a wonderful
blog post written by famed public
speaker, Seth Godin. I'd like to share it
with your readers:

“It's a cultural instinct to wait to get
picked. To seek out the permission and
authority that comes from a publisher
or talk show host or even a blogger say-
ing, 'l pick you." Once you reject that
impulse and realize that no one is
going to select you--that Prince
Charming has chosen another house—
then you can actually get to work.”

- Seth Godin
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Our Sponsors
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Women’s History

WIFTA Salutes Off-Screen Leading Women

by Masha Dowell

If you watched the Academy Awards this year, you saw many of the leading
ladies of today’'s top blockbuster films, looking glamorous as ever. You saw the
media swarming around them and their gowns like bees; you saw the hungry
paparazzi snapping photos of the stars for our world’s leading magazines; lastly,
you saw the stars themselves, soaking up all the attention as they promoted their
latest projects to the world in generating more buzz. It was quite a show, but not
the whole show.

Did you notice how the media frenzy froze, almost to the point of being able to
hear crickets chirping when a behind-the-scenes leading lady strolled down the red
carpet—the very same red carpet as, let's say, Natalie Portman. It happens year
after year, and that's sad because there are so many creative women behind-the-
scenes who truly have a hand in making movies So, if you're one of those inquisi-
tive women who want to know who the female leading ladies behind-the-scenes are,
you’'re in for a treat! We’ve found some of those women. So, sit back and enjoy this
“shout out” to some of these rarely lauded leading ladies of film & television!

Karen O'Hara, Set Designer — Karen won a 2011 Academy award for Set
Production for Alice in Wonderland. A Chicago native, Karen got her foot in the
door within the film industry by interning. Her “big break” occurred when she acted
as the Set Designer was for Martin Scorsese's Chicago-filmed The Color of Money.

Ava DuVernay, Film Director & Distributor — Ava founded DVA Media and
Marketing in her late 20s. From there, she transitioned into film. Her directorial
debut was a documentary about Hip Hop culture in L.A. called This Is the Life.
Currently, her film, I Will Follow, can be seen in major cities in the U.S. and Canada.

Bjork Gumundsdottir, Film Composer - Many of us know Bjork by her music.
However, many of us forget that she is also a noted film composer. In 1999, Bjork
wrote the musical score for Dancer in the Dark.

Julie Taymor, Broadway Director & Costume Designer — Julie is a film,
Broadway and Opera director. Many of us will recognize her work from Broadway’s
The Lion King. She not only directed that project, she designed the original
costumes as well. Plus, she earned an Academy Award nomination for best original
song! Through The Lion King, she became the first woman to win the Tony Award
for directing a musical.

Zoe Bell, Stunt Woman & Actress - Zoe is best known as the stunt double for
actress Uma Thurman in the Kill Bill franchise.

Maysie Hoy, Film Editor — If you've seen any of Tyler Perry’s projects, then
you’'ve seen Maysie’s work! To date she has been the film editor of several of his
films. On top of that, she was the film editor of film classic Love Jones.




Member Spotlight

Ladies & Gentlemen,
Shay Bentley-Griffin!

www.WIFTA.org
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JOIN TODAY
1. Go to www.WIFTA.org.

2. Click on “Membership.”

3. Complete the online
application.
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Genene Applewhite, Ashley

Berry, Sherita Bolden,
Kwajalyn Brown, Molly
Brown, Dawn Byone,

Latasha Cain, Takara Clark,
Gregory Cook, Shauna
Corbin, Shayla Cowan,
Jeanette Cruz, Susan Curtis,
Ann DeGuire, Nicole
Doswell, Masha Dowell, Amy
Fortener, Nicole George,
Selena Gilbert, Deborah
Gonzalez, Katrena Griggs.
Jennifer Gutierrez, Loletha
Hale, Rachell Halfon, Andrea
Hall, Lauren Holley, Tiffani
Howard, Jill Jamison,
Patricia Joe, Sharon James
Jordan, Terrisha Kearse,
Kim Lee, Ivette Li-Sanchez,
Melissa Lowe, Bill Marinella,

Sharon Miller, Gabrielle
Mitchell, Helena Moore,
Lisa Morton, Jasmine

Mosley, Susan Moss, Dionne
Myers, Vanessa Narcisse &

Johnquel Neal
- J

ADVERTISE
IN REEL FOCUS!
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Email to Tandria Potts
for a current rate card.

Benefits of Membership

FREE Admission To WIFTA Programs
Invitations To Private Networking Events
Access To “Members Only” Resource Listings
Eligibility For The WIFTA Mentorship & Scholarship Programs*
Online Profile + Access To WIFTA / WIFTI Member Directory
“Members Only” Jobs & Opportunities Listings
Discounted Admission To WIFTA Workshops

& Special Events (excludes fundraisers)
*Restrictions Apply

Cameras are rolling all around town. Disney’s The Odd
Life of Timothy Green will continue filming in April.
Crews will be hunkering down in Dougherty and Terrell
counties to get additional footage. There’'s also talk of
the feature film Mississippi Wild, which is said to star
Forrest Whitaker, Mickey Rourke and Dakota Fanning,
coming to town. Plus, the hit Lifetime television show
Drop Dead Diva, which is filmed in Coweta County, is
ramping up for its third season. Meanwhile, projects
filmed in Georgia last year such as Fast Five, Footloose
(remake), Courageous and X-Men: First Class are slat-
ed to hit theatres this year. Hall Pass is already in the-
atres and Mean Girls 2 is now available on DVD.

like Michigan and New Mexico, just the talk of ending
the tax incentives has deterred production companies
from considering Georgia as potential location for their
projects. Unfortunately, only time will tell how much
“damage” has been done.

Members: Be featured in the Member
Spotlight! Share your successes in the Shining Stars
section. Email Newsletter@WIFTA.org
for consideration.




